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of seamen's lodgings (17 and 18 Viet. cap. 104, sections 233-238) are especially a case in point. Any person can be fined five pounds who, on board a ship within twenty-four hours of her arrival, solicits a seaman to become a lodger. The seaman is treated by the law as if he were a mere child; but there is no like law to protect the bewildered traveller, who, in stepping out of the railway-station at some strange town, finds himself beset by a score of hotel porters and touts of various descriptions.
The point of the matter, however, is most curiously illustrated by the history of the law relating to the fencing of machinery. By the 7 and 8 Yict. cap. 15, sec. 21, it was enacted that " every fly-wheel . . . and every hoist or teagle, near to which children or young persons are liable to pass or be employed, and-all parts of the mill-gearing in a factory, shall be securely fenced." When these words came to be critically read by those machinery owners, to whom they were a matter of pecuniary importance, it was argued that the limitation " near to which children or young persons are liable to pass " must have been intended to apply to all parts of the mill-gearing in a factory as well as to the fly-wheel, hoist, teagle, etc. The contrary supposition not only produced some absurd distinctions between parts which were always to be fenced and those which were only sometimes to be fenced, but it led to the very sweeping result that a vast amount of machinery to which men alone had access was to be fenced just as if women and children were in question. The principle of adult male protective legislation was in fact involved unintentionally in the awkward wording of the clause. The disputes